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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study, The Role of Senior Citizens on Local
Development of Tambon Faham, were (1) to examine the role and participation of Fa
Ham sub-district elders in local development, (2) to investigate problems and
obstacles of Fa Ham Sub-district elders in local development, and (3) to study factors
affecting role performance of elders in local development.

Data collection of this study was divided into two parts: (1) collecting data
from 400 elders in Fa Ham Senior Citizen Club and villagers in seven villages by
using questionnaires, and (2) interviewing 20 elders and 4 community leaders of
problems and factors. Data were analyzed by using frequency, percentage, mean,
standard deviation, and description. The results revealed that:

(1) Elders played their role and participated in local development at a good
level, especially persuading voters to elect local administrators.

(2) Problems and obstacles of elders’ role performance and participation in
local development were that local administrators did not pay attention to the elders’
participation in local development; they organized activities by themselves, and they
lacked public relation with elders. In addition, some elders did not have time to

participate in local development discussion with the community.



(3) Factors affecting elders’ role performance in local development were time
to participate in local activities, health problems, lack of experiences working with the
community, lack of positions/responsibility in the community, and having a few
opportunities for local development.

As local administrators were close and had influence on elders’ participation,
they should promote elders’ participation in local development in every process, as
well as, encourage them to express their opinions in development or administration

plans.



