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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research are 1) to study the methods of the access to political
information of Chiang Mai Municipality People under Martial Law, and 2) to investigate the
problems and obstacles of the access to political information of Chiang Mai Municipality People
under Martial Law. This study is a qualitative research conducted through interviewing 25 people
who live in the Chiang Mai Municipality.

The study results revealed that when martial laws were enforced, people accessed
political information via television the most. However, they did not think any of the media was
very reliable or neutral. The problems and obstacles of access to political information of the
people were that the media were controlled and governed by the government; journalists lacked
the rights and freedom to report political news; and that the access to political information of
people were blocked.

Guidelines to the future solution of the political information access problems are that
journalists must report the truth about politics — no distortion, no government control, being
neutral and reliable. People should be granted the rights and the freedom to access political
information; and that people should be allowed to participate in political activities and be able to
express their political-related opinions. Coups should be avoided in order for Thai democracy to

be strengthened and further developed.



