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This survey was a field research using a set of queationnaires, which was qualitative
research, and percentage for data analysis. Samples used in this study were from 14 communities
in Prabath Sub-district. Queationnaires were given to 80 community leaders, and 500 community
people. The purposes of this study were (1) to investigate relationship and patronage system
model between community leaders and people, (2) to examine model and structure of patronage
system social network between community leaders and people, and (3) to determine relation of
community leaders’ patronage relationship affecting people’s political involvement in Prabath

Sub-district, Mueang district, Chiang Mai povince.

The results revealed that the relationship and patronage system model of community leaders and
people living in Prabath Sub-district, Mueang district, Chiang Mai province were in the form of
helping each other which was the most important kind of relationship in Thai society. In addition,

patronage relationship emphasized on generosity and gratefulness called “Boon Khun” and this



type of relationship was considered beneficial for Thais in terms of society and economic politics.
However, whenever patronage system played a role in planning or decision-making on public
resources management (political system, political stage, and private business organizations),
kinship and patronage system relationships would become an obstacle for the development of
these organizations. Social structural network model was founded to be developed from kinship
system, and through that kind of relationship, patronage system ruling in most parts of the
community became more firmly stable. This also related to the involvement of patronage
relationship between community leaders and people which affected people’s political
involvement of that particular area. Furthermore, if community leaders had ability, knowledge,
and desirable qualifications, this would encourage people’s political involvement through
patronage relationship between the leaders and people.

Suggestion for further studies revealed in patronage relationship model occurred in the
community, but this would not cover other dimensions. As a result, the researcher believed that
related offices should promote research and study related to community structure and model in
different dimensions so as to generate concepts, as well as guidelines for developing and solving
problems and obstacles between community leaders and people. They could also be used in
working, building relationship and happiness of community leaders and people in society and the

entire country.



