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ABSTRACT

The study entitled, “People’s Participation in Forest Management: A Case Study of
People in Vientiane Municipality”, is designed: 1) to analyze levels of people’s participation in
forest management, 2) to study levels of knowledge and understanding of people in Xaythany
District Capital of Vientiane on the importance of forest resources conservation, and 3) to study
problems and obstacles in people’s participation in forest management.

The study findings reveal that people in Xaythany District capital of Vientiane have
participated in the forest management at medium level, and they have had knowledge and
understanding on the importance of forest resources conservation at high level.

As regards the problems and obstacles in people’s participation in forest management,
it is found that people encroached on the forest and illegally cut down trees for house building as
well as furniture making, which leads to forest exploitation, and consequently causes floods and
drastic forest depletion. This is because people did not anticipate consequences of forest
exploitation. In addition, some people, overwhelmed with craving for only personal benefits
derived from the forest, have continuously destroyed the forest without thinking of negative
consequences, of the impact and have eventually been keeping on exploitation of the forest.

According to the researcher’s solution concept, the state law enforced involving forest
exploitation still has a legal loophole, which is impracticable for operating agency. In this case,
the government should increase budget and personnel sufficient for actual operations, including
the launching of public relations campaign for people to know, understand and perceive the
importance of forest conservation and forest areas extension, and created the concept of

participation and responsibility for the area they are living in.



