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ABSTRACT

The independent study is designed 1) to study the impact of Avian Influenza on the
rural community’s society and economy in Tambon Sop Tia, Amphoe Chom Thong, Changwat
Chiang Mai, and 2) to study people’s opinions towards the government preventive measures

against Avian Influenza epidemics.

Sampling units for this study cover those who raise poultry in the disease-infected
areas within a radius of five kilometers encompassing 13 villages. Data are collected through
constructed questionnaires by means of proportionate random sampling in each village, totaling
141 subjects. Conceptual framework of the study is based on the assessment of policy
implementation, of Avian Influenza control and eradication measures, of social impacts, and of
public opinions. After that the obtained data are analyzed by means of statistics through the
computer program for social science in order to find variables correlation, proved by frequency,

percentage, mean, and Paired T-test.

Results of the study reveal that most of the poultry raisers are male with a range of
age between 40-49 years, finishing elementary school. The majority of them are engaged in
agriculture with average income between 3,001 — 6,000 baht a month. Among the domesticated
poultry, about 10 — 29 chickens, which are raised for consumption only, are found at a high

level, and next is the domestication as a hobby or a pet.

As regards the impact of Avian Influenza control on the rural community proved by
the Paired T-test in social dimension, it is found that the behavior of poultry raisers has changed.

After such epidemics the raisers eating of food made from poultry or poultry products (eggs) has



declined. In making decision to buy the processed poultry, the purchaser will refer to the
standard recommendation by the government agency more than before; their feeling towards
stability in the poultry domestication or poultry products has decreased; their association with
the beast has also changed through reducing their associations with the poultry. Regarding
preventive precautions, no change is found in putting on gloves before holding the carcasses or
in washing their hands. However, people are more interested in following up the news on Avian

Influenza epidemics.

As regards its impact on the community economy, it is found that their monthly
expenditure on purchasing chicken meat or eggs for consumption before and after such

epidemics has changed, that is, the expenditure has decreased.

With regard to their opinions towards the government Avian Influenza control
measure, the poultry raisers have agreed with destroying the poultry and the disease at a medium
level (2.28 points average), with precautions and epidemiological investigation at a high level
(3.02 points average), with Avian Influenza control at a high level (2.83 points average), with the
poultry or poultry carcasses moving control at a high level (2.87 points average), with public
relations at a medium level (2.47 points average), and with giving help to farmers at a medium

level (2.41 points average).



