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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this independent study were: 1) To investigate the participation of local
inhabitants of Tambon Tha Sa La, Khwaeng Kawila, Chiang Mai Municipality in waste
reduction. 2) To determine problems and obstacles in the participation of local inhabitants in the
reduction of waste.

The data in this study were gathered from 346 samples, which were specifically random
from inhabitants of Tambon Tha Sa La, Khwaeng Kawila, Chiang Mai Municipality by
questionnaire developed for the purpose of this study. The questionnaire was comprised of 4
sections: 1) General information of the samples (Demographic) questionnaire. 2) Survey
questionnaires on waste management, and opinions regarding waste disposal of Khwaeng Kawila.
3) Survey form of participation in various waste reduction projects. 4) Survey form of problems
and obstacles in waste management.

The statistical techniques employed to analyze the data in this study were Descriptive
(Mean and Standard Deviation), and One-Way ANOVA The findings of this study were as
follows:

1. Participation in waste reduction

1.1 Local inhabitant's participation rate in the waste bank project was non-existent to
negligible. Also, participation in persuading neighbors and family members to participate in

waste management activities, which were organized by the municipality, was negligible. In



addition, the participation in the projects including the waste disposal campaign, providing
working knowledge of waste management, and valuation of waste for disposal was nonexistent.
1.2 Participation in waste management problem solving classified by personal
characteristics: Females were more likely to participate than males. The participation in activities
of youth was generally high while senior citizens had a high degree of participation in
determining problems and finding solutions. Those with lower levels of education participated in
waste management activities at a higher level than the educated group. Civil servants were likely
to participate at the lowest rate of all occupations surveyed. Finally, the low-income group was
more likely to participate than those with high incomes.
2. Non-participants in the waste reduction activities: more than half listed time
constraints as their major obstacle while one third of respondents listed a lack of support by

government agencies.
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