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Abstract

The main objectives of this research were 1) to study the impact of the new electoral
system on the institutionalization of the Thai political parties, and 2) to compare the old
electoral system to the new one regarding the impact on the institutionalization of the political
parties. It was hypothesized that the new electoral system had a stronger impact on the
institutionalization of the political parties than the old one.

The methodology used in this research was based on relevant documents concerning
three consecutive general elections that took place on July 2, 1995, November 17, 1996 and
January 6, 2001.

The findings were:

The new electoral system which comprised the single constituency system and the
party list system strengthened the unity of the political parties. In comparison, the old system
weakened the political parties in that it generated factions and pressure groups in the political
parties. As a consequence, the political parties were unable to develop.



