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Abstract

The objective -of this independent study are :
~ to learn about roles of the press in presenting political
information to the Thai public which have effects on Thai
political development.
- to learn about the level of freedom of the press in presenting
political news and infor:ﬁation.
- to learn about attitudes of the Thai public towards the roles

of the press.



Three Thai language newspapers have been selected for the study
which are: Matichon, Krungthep Thurakij and Phoo Jadkarn. The period
of study is the time after the May 1992 incident up to present. Both
documentary and fieid research methodologies are used in the study. The
selected samples are 262 Chiang Mai university's 1997 master level
students (special session) with no restrictions of fields of study and faculty
affiliations. In addition 9 journalists and academics in political science and
mass commurmnication are interviewed to gather in depth information .

The study finds that :

Samples with education levels from bachelor's degree upwards tend
to read both sensational and quality news in the form of political columns
of which Matichon is the most favorite newspaper. More over, Matichon
1s highly recognized as the newspaper which has more political impacts
than Krungthep Thurakij or Phoo Jadkarn.

The three newspapers have enjoyed more freedom in presenting
political news after the 1992 incident and have public acceptance in
playing their roles in medium and high levels.

The study also finds that the roles of the newspapers have impacts
upon the political aftermaths of the 1992 incident mostly by presenting
qualified political columns which aréuse public's political con.sciousness,
political participation including political socialization. It is viewed that the
1997 constitation gives more political freedom to both the public and the

newspapers. The quantitative study indicates that the roles of the three



newspapers are only in the medium 1level while the qualitative study
indicates scattered levels which are subjective to differences in the
samples’ attitudes and other environmental factors. The most praised roles
are being political watch dog; in presenting information which instigates
the public's up rising against mi]itafy dictatorship including in building
public opimion in the aftermaths of the 1992 incident. In addition, the
three newspapers also have significant roles in fighting against the efforts
of General Chavalit's government to decrease newspapers' freedomn.
The study's recommendations are that :

- further studies of guantitative and qualitative types should be
carried out to include other media especially television which
currently is the most favorite.

- the importance of the inter-relationships between government,
Thai public and mass media should be increased in order to
create checks and balances among the said three parties.

- significant political developments would be stirnulated as a

result.



