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Abstract

The ecoriomic instabilities and political

repression of the Socialist Republic of Myanmar have driven
Burmese nationals and Burmese minorities to migrate
illegally in to Thailand. The trend of illegal migration
from Myammar is an ever rising one, with an increase of 30%

each vear.

There are variour entering points along the
Thai-Burmese border. Among them, Khun Yuam District of Mae
Homg Son Province has become the most favorite entering

point in the North.

This independent study is focused on finding
sclutions to curb the trend of Burmese illegal immigration

which has bpecome a problem of national importance.



I .ordeh toe investigate the genesis of the
problem, the "push" and "pull"” Tactors are studies so as to
find out which side of factors have the impacts on the
process of decision making to commit illegal immigratﬁon.
Theareticaslly, find-outs from the study cam be used in
policy formulation by the Thai government and Thai officials

to cope with the prolem.

Field interviews are conducted to collect data snd
related information from arrested Burmese illegal immigrants
and from Thal officials of various groups such as distriet

and police officers, judges, village leaders and abbots.

The study finds that the "push" factors are more
influential than the "pull’ factors. The motive to evade
military and labour drafting of the military regime is the

most important driving force in the decision making process.

However, the “"pull" factors are pivotal in the
border areas. It is found that "to find a better life" is
the most powerful motive in later stages of decision making

process.

The study’s recommendations are that Thai
government should use more stringent pbeventive measures to
cope with problems of illegal immigration such as setting up
a special mission wuntil to have sole responsibility in

arresting illegal immigrants and their accomplices.



In addition, in order to reduce the impacts of

"pull factors, the border check points in Khun  Yuam
district should be open and people from both sides are
allowed to trade their local goods. In  this mannet, the
tensions will be lessened due to more flexibilities can be

applied to the existing situations.



