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Abstract

The study has the objective of conducting a survey of
drug addiction behavior which is found to be on a rampage in Bann
Mae Sa Mai,Tambon Pong Yaeng, Amphoe Mae Rim, Changwat Chiang Mai.

Bann Mae Sa Mai is a H’mong hilltribe village where
heroin has been introduced to villagers as a substitute of opium
which in former time was used as a kind of medicine. ‘Thus, since
the introduction of heroin in 1986, the number of drug addicts
increases dramatically to 9.1 per cent of the total number of
village’s population.

Data which are used in this study are gathered by using
the techniques of personal interviews and observation. The inter-

viewed samples can be divided into 2 groups, the first group



consists of 76 heroin addicts of which 40 are heads of household
and the rest are members of household, the second group is 4 other
heroin addicts who give in-depth interviews for the study.

The study’s findings can be summarized as follow:

Formerly, opium was used as a kind of medicine but
was replaced by heroin in 1986 because opium had become difficult
to obtain and also difficult to avade government suppression. It
is also found that there are "predisposing factors" which sten
from misleading knowledge about heroin by having the attitudes
that hercin is a kind of ﬁedicine not an addictive drug. In
addition, it is found that there are "enabling factors" which
facilitate the drug’s accessibility and availability. Moreover,
the ﬁrosperous village economy also enables the addicts to have
enough money to buy drug. There are also "reinforcing factors"
which stem from the main occupation of villagers is ‘agriculture
that brings about physical sicknesses and heroin is recommended as
effective medicine. The study indicates that a higher percentage
of heroin addicts are males, only few are females. Most of the
addicts are in the age group of 31 - 45 yvears old, most of their
marital status is married, 88.1 per cent of the addicts have no
formal education, 84.3 per cent use heroin as their first drug, at
present, 96.0 per cent of the village population addict to heroin
while 4.0 per cent addict to opium. Average income and expense of
them were 57,495 and 65,310 bath/households/year. Average expense
for drug was 63.0 bath/person/day.

The spread of the use of heroin is the most prominent
problem of Thai society as a whole. As for the case of Bann Mae Sa
Mai, the recommended solution is to suppress the sale net works
which distribute heroin to villagers to stop the drug’s availabi-

lity as quickly as possible.



