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ABSTRACT

 Respiratory tract infection affects children both physically and psychologically.

Parents play an important role in caring for children with respiratory tract infection. The purpose

of this study was to describe knowledge and practices in caring for children with respiratory tract

infection among parents in Maesariang hospital, Mae Hong Son province. The study sample was

58 parents of children aged from newborn to 5 years old with respiratory tract infection, admitted

to the Pediatric General Ward, Maesariang hospital during August 2008 to September 2008.

Research instruments included: 1. The Personal Data Form; 2. The Parental Knowledge

Questionnaire; 3. The Parental Practices of Caring for Children with Respiratory Tract Infection

Questionnaire; and 4. The Barriers to Support in Caring for Children with Respiratory Tract Open

Ended Questionnaire. All instruments were validated by the panel of experts. The content validity

index for the Knowledge and the Practices Questionnaire were 0.98 and 0.96, respectively. The

reliabilities of the Knowledge and the Practice Questionnaire were 0.88 and 0.89, respectively.

Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics. Data of the barriers and supporting in caring for

children with respiratory tract infection were analyzed using categorization. 



The results of this study showed that: 

1. Fifty five point two percent of parents had knowledge in all dimensions at a

moderate level. Determining each dimension, parents had knowledge at a high level in the

physiological dimension (58.6%), the psychological dimension (75.9%), and the nursing

dimension (62.0%).

2. Sixty five point five percent of parents had practice in all dimensions at a

moderate level. Determining each dimension, parents had practice at a high level in the nursing

dimension (58.6), and had practice at a moderate level in the physiological dimension and the

psychological dimension (62.0 and 53.4, respectively).

3. Seventy five point nine percent of parents encountered the barriers in caring for

children with respiratory tract infection. Seventy two point four percent of the sample needed

support in caring for children with respiratory tract infection. The majority of the sample (91.4%)

was informed about caring for children with respiratory tract infection; 89.7% of the sample never

received any documents about caring for children with respiratory tract infection, and 93.1%

needed support regarding knowledge documents. The majority of the sample (94.8%) asked for

help from a nurse when they were not sure about caring, and 89.7% needed help from nursing

personnel.

The results of this study serve as baseline data in planning of supporting and

promoting knowledge and practice of parents in caring for children with respiratory tract

infection.


