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ABSTRACT

Diarrhea is a communicable disease that can be transmitted through water and food.
The purposes of this correlational descriptive study were to determine knowledge and behavior on
prevention of diarrhea and to examine relationship between knowledge and behavior relating to
diarrhea prevention. The sample of this study were 410 people, selected by using multi stage
sampling, who reside in Ban Thi Subdistrict, Ban Thi district, Lamphun province. The research
instrument was a questionnaire that consisted of 3 parts: demographic data, knowledge about
diarrhea, and behavior on prevention of diarrhea. The content validity of the instrument was
reviewed by three experts and was 0.98. Knowledge and behavior on prevention of diarrhea were
tested by Kuder-Richardson 20 and Cronbach’s alpha coefficient. Reliabilities were found to be
0.81 and 0.82, respectively. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and Spearman’s Rank
correlation coefficient.

The results of the study revealed that 70.2 % of the sample had knowledge of diarrhea
at a good level. Considering each aspect it was found that 68.0 % of the sample had knowledge
about cause and transmission, 66.8 % had knowledge about signs and diagnosis, 53.7 % had

knowledge about treatment, and 29.3 % had knowledge about prevention of diarrhea at a good



level. Seventy nine percent of the sample had prevention of diarrhea at a good level. Considering
each aspect, it was found that the sample had prevention behavior regarding basic hygiene
(82.7%), food consumption (9.0%) and environment (76.1%). Furthermore, it was found that
there was a negative correlation between knowledge of diarrhea and prevention behavior of
diarrhea, at a statistically significant low level (r, =-0.242, p<0.01). Considering each aspect, it
was found that there were negative correlations between knowledge of diarrhea and prevention
behavior on personal hygiene, food consumption, and environment, at a statistically significant
low level (r,=-0.202, -0.180 and -0.083, p<0.01).

The results of this study show that health personnel should provide knowledge about

prevention of diarrhea and prevention behaviors regarding



