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ABSTRACT

Community participation in a Drug Prevention and Problems Solving Campaign can
prevent the spreading of drug problems. The purposes of this descriptive study were to examine
community participation in a Drug Prevention and Problems Solving Campaign in Mae Tha
district of Lampang province. There were 167 study participants consisting of community
representatives including the Chief Executive of the Sub District Administrative Organization,
leader of public health volunteers, leader of youth volunteers, community head, Abbot, school
directors, public health officer, and private business owner. Two study instruments were used for
data collection; firstly a self-administered questionnaire, which related to the participation action
of the community involving three strategies of the drug campaign namely; 1) campaigns to
raise consciousness and popular trend that are favourable in preventing and solving drug addiction;
2) building mental immunity for youth in communities; and 3) development of life skills and a
network of prevention and support. The second instrument was a guideline for focus group
discussion. The study questionnaire and focus group guideline were developed from reviewed
literature and obtained the content validity index, reviewed by three experts, of 1. The reliability of

the questionnaire related to each strategy was tested using Cronbach’s alpha co-efficient and scored



0.88, 0.96, and 0.96, respectively. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and data from
focus group discussion were categorized and used for supportive purposes.

The results showed that community participation within the three strategies in the
Drug Prevention and Problems Solving Campaign in Mae Tha district of Lampang province was
at the medium level ()_( =3.27, SD=1.048). The average participation scores in each of the three
strategies were at the medium level, (X =3.19, SD=1.066), (X =3.33, SD=1.022), and (X =3.30,
SD=1.042), respectively.

The obstacles and problems in participating in the Drug Prevention and Problems
Solving Campaign in Mae Tha district of Lampang province were as follows: 1) lack of
community leaders and volunteers, 2) lack of public relations and appropriate media and the use
of only one-way communication in the community, 3) lack of parent acceptance of youth’s drugs
abuse, 4) lack of cooperation and resources, 5) inadequate use of potential human resource in
community, 6) lack of financial support, 7) government policy that facilitates the production of
local alcoholic beverages, and 8) lack of legal compliance and poor management.

The results from this study have indicated the level of community participation in the
Drug Prevention and Problems Solving Campaign in Mae Tha district of Lampang province and
also stated the obstacles to community participation. Significant related authorities may use this
information in order to plan preventions to stop the spreading of drug problems by raising

community participation.



