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ABSTRACT

 Abdominal surgery is a major operation which affects patients physically, 

psychologically and socially.  The purposes of this study were to investigate and compare needs 

and need responses of patients after abdominal surgery.  The sample included 50 patients who had 

received abdominal surgery and admitted to Metta Private Ward, Lampang hospital.  Data were 

collected during January 2008 to March 2008.  The instrument used for data collection were 

needs and need responses interview forms, which were composed of the patient’s demographic 

data forms, patient’s diagnosis and treatment forms, needs and need responses  interview  forms.    

The instrument was developed  by the  researcher base on the concept of human needs by Yura 

and Walsh (1983) and review of literature.  The content validity of needs and need responses 

interview forms were tested by experts and obtained the value of 0.94 and 0.94 respectively.  The 

reliability was measured by using Cronbach’s alpha coefficients and obtained the value of  0.82 

and 0.82 respectively.  Data were analyzed by using frequency, percentage, mean, standard 

deviation, and paired t-test. 



 The results of this study revealed that: 

 1. Total needs of the patients after abdominal surgery were at a high level.   

 2. Total need responses of the patients after abdominal surgery were at a high level.   

 3. There was no difference between needs and need responses of the patients after 

abdominal  surgery. 

 The results of this study could be used as baseline data for nursing personnel to plan 

for  quality nursing care in order to increase need responses of patients. 


