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ABSTRACT

Alcohol dependence is an important problem that can have an effect on the person
physical, mentally, socially and economically. Moreover, it was found that alcoholics have a
higher risk of suicide than the general population. Thus, assessment for suicide risk is crucial in
order to provide corﬁprehensive care for those patients.

This descriptive study aimed to examine the level of suicide risk of aleoholic patients.
The sample included 203 patients at Suan Prung Psychiatric hospital, Chiang Mai province, from
May to July, 2006. The study instrument was a questionnaire which consisted of 2 parts: 1)
Demographic data, and 2) The Nurses’ Global Assessment of Suicide Risk (NGASR), which was
translated into Thai by the researcher and back translated to English by 2 experts, The reliability
of instrument was obtained by Kuder- Richardson formula 20 (KR-20) and was 0.9. Data were
analyzed by using descriptive statistics.

The results revealed that 100% of the alcoholic patients at Suan Prung Psychiatric
hospital, Chiang Mai province had suicide risk from low level to very high level. Within this
group it was found that 44.8% were a low suicide risk, 25,1% were an intermediate suicide risk,

15.3% were a high suicide risk and 14.8% were a very high suicide risk.



The findings of this study could serve as preliminary data to plan for intervention to
prevent suicide problems among alcoholic patients at Suan Prung Psychiatric hospital, Chiang
Mai province, especially those who reported high and {rery high levels of suicide risk. Moreover
all patients with alcoholism must be evaluated for suicide risk to promote suicide problem

prevention.



