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ABSTRACT

Postgraduate nursing education has grown enormously, however, its impact on
clinical practice has not been well studied. The purpose of this descriptive research was to study
practices of nurses after postgraduate education. Subjects were 185 master prepared nurses
working in hospitals. Data was collected in January 2006. Research questionnaire was developed
by the researcher, Chontawan and Nantsupawat according to the conceptual framework of
clinical nurse specialist of The Thai Nursing Council (Hanucharurnkul, 1997). Data was analyzed
using descriptive statistics. Content validity index and the reliability of the research questionnaire

were .94 and .95, respectively.

Results of this study indicated that :

Overall practices of nurses after postgraduate education were at a high level. When
considering subscales, nursing practice, management, education, consultant, as well as, moral
ethic and law were also at high levels, whereas, research was at a medium level.

The results from this study could be used as a recommendation for nursing institutions to
provide master programs, which enable nurses to perform advance nursing practice. In addition, the
results could be used as a recommendation to nurse administrators for promoting postgraduate

education among nurses.



