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ABSTRACT

Nursing tasks in patient ward consists of several activities including both direct and
indirect patient care. However, nurses spend this valuable time differently. The purpose of this
descriptive study was to examine time spent among nurses in direct nursing activities, time spent
in other nursing activities, and ratio of nursing workload during each shift. Population included
all nursing personnel of inpatient ward at Si Thep Hospital during April 27, 2005 to May 10,
2005. Research instruments consisted of: 1) Patient Classification Tool, which was developed by
Nursing Department Ministry of Public Health (2004), 2) Patient Classification Record Form,
3) Description of Direct Nursing Activities Handbook, 4) Description of Direct Nursing Activities
Record Form, 5) Description of Other Nursing Activities Record Handbook, and 6) Description
of Other Nursing Activities Record Form. Content validity of Description of Direct Nursing
Activities and Description of Other Nursing Activities handbooks were 0.83 and 0.81,
respectively. Interrater reliability of record time and patient classification were 0.85 and 0.92.
Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics.

The results of the study revealed:

1. Average time spent on direct nursing activities during 24 hours were:

a) Critical Care Patients (4a) were 5.83 hours.

b) Intensive Care Patients (3a) were 5.34 hours.



¢) Intensive Care Patients (3b) were 1.92 hours.
d) Moderate Care Patient (2b) were 1.26 hours.
e) Moderate Care Patient (2¢) were 0.92 hours.
f) Convalescent Care Patient (1¢) were 0.56 hours.
g) Convalescent Care Patient (1d) were 0.19 hours.
2. Average time spent on direct nursing activities during 24 hours were 30.50 hours,
14.77 hours during day shift, 9.41 hours during evening shift and 6.32 hours during night shift.
3. Average time spent on other nursing activities during 24 hours were 63.84 hours,
32.23 hours during day shift, 17.00 hours during evening shift and 16.41 hours during night shift.
4. The average time was used by indirect nursing activity was 0.61 hours per case.
5. Ratio of nursing workload was 49.82 percent during day shift, 27.99 percent during
evening shift and 22.19 percent during night shift.
The result of this study will be used as basic data for improving nursing system

assignment and personnel allocation to enhance quality and standard patient care.



