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ABSTRACT

The study of the News Process on First Page of Laos daily newspaper where the aims
were focusing on 1) the working process of daily news editorial board of Laos daily newspapers
2) the procedure of news presentation on the front page of Laos daily newspapers and 3) factors
affecting the news selection on the front page of Laos daily newspapers. Focus group discussions,
with the executives and the staffs of four daily newspapers, were applied as the main tool for data
collection. The conceptual framework was developed by using newspaper concept, news concept,
and communication concept of Denis McQuail.

The finding of this study found that at the working process of editorial board of Laos
daily newspapers, the editor had the most influence whereas the deputy editors played an
important role in supervision on their departments they were responsible for. The departments and
sub-departments were separated, as so it was easier to control or provide the assignment, but the
responsibility of the department was not clearly circumscribed.

The news presentation on the front page of Laos daily newspapers was following the
same procedure at all newspaper. First, the correspondent had to take part in the real situation,
collecting the real data, and wrote, then sent to the head of department to prove and edit,
following the policy of each newspaper. Second, all the news will be collected and then the news
which should be published will be selected. Then the news were sent to the layout department for
the arrangement and make a preview print. After this step all manuscripts will be sent for
improvement especially spelling, grammar, and usage of language. Then it will be sent to the

editor or deputy editor for final check before publishing.



For the presentation of the front page news of Laos daily newspapers, the study found
that there were similar and different style. The similarity was found at Population Newspaper and
Laos Newspaper who always presented on their front page news which were related to the
activities of political leaders or elite persons of the country, followed by the presentation of
country development done by the governmental sector. Whereas the news which was interesting
for the population were less published. On the other hand, New Vientiane Newspaper and Laos
Development newspaper, both were firstly concerned in the activities of political leaders or elite
persons of the country and the news which was interesting for the population, followed by the
presentation of country development done by the governmental sector.

The study also found that the internal and external factors which were affecting the news
selection on the front page of Laos daily newspapers could be identified as following. The most
internal factor was the policy of the newspaper towards the governmental policy, professionalism
of the correspondent on the way of getting and collecting information, pattern of presentation, and
limitation of the budget, as the budget mostly was used for management. While the external
factor, the political control and laws played an important factor on the presentation of the front
page news, as these newspapers were the governmental media, the government had the right to
control absolutely. Ministry of Press and Culture played an important role for checking the details
of information, followed by social institutions, news presentation from other newspapers, and

others mass media which produced no competition in terms of market.



