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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate media exposure, population characteristics,
usefulness of newspaper reading, and newspaper composition factors affecting newspaper
reading of people in Muang district, Chiang Mai province. A questionnaire was used for data
collection. Samples of this study were 400 newspaper readers living in Chiang Mai province.
Data were analyzed by percentage, arithmetic means, standard deviation, Chi-Square, and One-
Way Analysis of Variance (ANOVA).

The findings were as follows:

Most of the readers preferred to read popular newspapers-Thairath, Daily News,
Khao Sod, Chiang Mai News, Khom Chad Luk, etc. They usually read one newspaper a day
(40.5%), and only one time a day (33.3%). Average reading time was 30-60 minutes (53%), and
types of newspaper usually read were entertainment and political news.

For the usefulness and satisfaction of newspaper reading, the samples indicated that
reading newspaper was useful at a moderate level (; = 3.42), and they were satisfied with a
newspaper composition at a high level (i =3.69).

Hypothesis testing results revealed that:

1. Population characteristics concerning occupation, level of education, and average

income, were correlated with newspaper reading frequency, and population characteristics



concerning with sex, age, occupation, level of education, average income, were correlated with
the amount of time spending on newspaper reading.

2. Population characteristics concerning with sex, occupation, level of education,
average income, were correlated with newspaper reading.

3. Average score of the usefulness of newspaper reading different in both general
aspect and each aspect affected newspaper reading.

4. Average score of opinions toward newspaper composition different in both general

aspect and each aspect affected newspaper reading.



