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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study 1.) how children and youths expose to Buddhism related
information and 2.) how they utilize the knowledge learned in developing their own lives and
social quality. The participants in this study were 210 children and youths who had joined the
“Buddhism Information Network™ projects, comprising of 4 rounds from year 2004 to 2007.
They were different in terms of gender, age, education background, and the rounds of project in
which they participated. The participants were asked to fill in the questionnaires. Then the data
were analyzed using descriptive statistics and inference statistics, including Independent Sample
t-test and One — Way ANOVA.

Regarding the frequency and length of their exposure to the information on
Buddhism, it was found that the participants exposed to mass media, personal media, and
specialized media. To mass media, the most frequent and the longest exposure was TV, followed
by the Internet, newspaper, radio and magazine, respectively. For personal media, the
participants tended to talk to their family members the most; followed by teachers, friends and
Buddhist monks, respectively. For specialized media, they exposed to manual the most, followed
by leaflets, exhibition, training, CDs and video tapes, respectively. Regarding the utilization of

Buddhism information, it was found that the participants employed the knowledge about the five



precepts to improve their life quality and society the most, followed by knowledge about intellect,
mind, and body, respectively.

From the test of hypothesis, it showed that the participants with differences in
gender, age, education background and the rounds they attended the project exposed to Buddhism
information differently in length and frequency. However, for the utilization of the information,
only gender factor related to the use of Buddhism information to develop their lives and social

quality.



