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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research is to study the information literacy level of the First Year
University Students at Payap University through the analysis of these variables: field of study,
experience from learning, and library use. The sample comprised 302 first year students during the
first semester of the 2010 academic year, selected by multi-stage random sampling. The instrument
used is the information literacy test developed from the five IL Standards of the Association of the
College and Research Libraries: 1) determines the nature and extent of the information needed, 2)
accesses needed information effectively and efficiently, 3) evaluates information and its sources
critically, 4) uses information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose and, 5) uses information
ethically and legally. The data were analyzed by using percentage, means and arithmetic mean.

The study found that 1) On the average, the first year students at Payap University have
low level of information literacy. Level of the determines the nature and extent of the information
needed is better than others, and the level of accesses needed information effectively and efficiently is
the least. 2) The information literacy of students studying in different fields is in the same level.
However, students studying in Health Sciences have moderate level of information literacy. Other
than that, students in the fields of Humanities, Social Sciences, Business Administration, Commercial
Sciences, Accounting, Management, Tourism, Economics, Liberal Arts, Fine Arts, Applied Arts,

and Physical Sciences have low level of information literacy.



