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ABSTRACT

The study Exploitative Images of Thai Women in Tabloid “Gossip Star” aims
to examine how Thai women are exploited. The data collection is made from the
tabloid Gossip Star dating from 2004 to 2006 totaling 144 issues. The total samples of
96 were gathered from various sections in the magazine regardless of the headings or

sections.

Through the analysis, it can be categorized in two aspects: the portrayal of
Thai women through verbal language and the representation of women through non-
verbal language. The mechanisms used to analyse are Media Discourse and Camera

Angle theories, and Audiece Analysis.

The study found that media exploits Thai women in both verbal and visual
languages in Gossip Star. The exploitation of Thai women is obviously seen to

concentrate around their breasts- women’s wholeness is dissected and media chooses



to display only their breasts to attract the viewers’ attention, sexuality, roles and
images as well as materialism. These Thai women are stereotyped as being
submissive, subservient and financially dependent on men. They have become

seductresses, temptresses as well as shameless beings. The media pries into their

privacy and exposes their secrets to the audience.

Gossip Star also has the influence to shape or to frame the readers’ perception
through the portrayal of the women’s image. Not only are the celebrities exploited but
also the readers are misled. The persuaders break down their audiences into small
units, all love to gossip and to pry into the private life of celebrities. That’s why those
celebrities are targeted for revealing their life to the public. It is clearly seen that
media uses celebrities as a key factor to catch the audience’s attention. The audiences
consume the distorted messages and images that media constructs. Consequently, the
bombarded images cause the society to scrutinize and misjudge them. All in all both
parties have become the victims of the media consumption. The sole reason is that

media wants to promote the marketing value of their publishing.
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