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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the independent study entitled, /mages of Northern Thai

Women as Reflected in Selected Thai Contemporary Novels, are 1) to study the images

of the leading female characters from the selected novels in various aspects:

characteristics, occupations, social status, physical appearances, educations, and their

relation;ships with ﬁlen, 2) to explain the development of the images of Northern Thai
women in the selected Thai novels. The six selected novels under the study are Sapai

Thip, Tab Tawan, Duen Dub Tee Sop Taa, Dao Nuea, Mae Sai Sa-en, and Dok Rak

Ban Tee Sankampang,



viii

The study reveals that Thai novels often portray Northern Thai Women as
having ideal images. Besides having proper manners, these women are attractive,
weak, and dependent. As for the relationship between women and men, men generally
dominated the Northern Thai women in these novels. Furthermore, education seems
to be unimportant for the female characters. Many Northern Thai women in the novels
may leave their formal education for love. |

As for the development of Northern Thai women’s images, the study shows
that there are two images for Northern Thai women: ideal image, and modern image.
Although the modern images are introduced to the readers, modern Northern Thai
women are still subordinate to men. Men still do not accept modern images of
Northern Thai women. In addition, novels have played a'key réle in consequently

reproducing the ideal images of Northern Thai women to the majority of our society.



