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Abstract

The independent study on Social, Economic and Environmental Changes of
Community from the Quarry Industry: A Case Study of Ban Paun, Nong-ong Sub-district,
U-Thong District, Supan Buri Province was aimed to study the changes of community and social,
economic, and environmental impacts on it from quarry industry’s operation.

This study was the quantitative and qualitative research, which used interview for
collecting quantitative data and informal interview, in-dept interview, and observation for
collecting qualitative data. The results of the study were the following:

The quarry industry, which was operated for 10 years, from 1992 — 2003, had caused
social, economic and environmental impacts affected by community’s changes.

The social changes to community caused more health problems in the community after
the operation of quarry industry. The social impact was the increasing number of people getting

sick from respiratory disease and skin disease.



The economic changes to the community involved a change in community’s
occupation from agricultural workers to being workers for the quarry industry. The community
received more income, paid more expenses and had more debts. The economic impact caused
more work within the community, such as, labor work in the quarry industry, maintainance of car
wheels and trucks. The community received more income but they had to pay more expenses for
travelling, medical treatment, buying many facilities, and the debts from the damage done to
agricultural products affected by the dust from the quarry industry.

The environmental change to the community as a result of the quarry industry
involved ; the bad quality of air, soil and forest degradation, noise pollution and the vibration
caused by explosions. The environmental impacts were ; illness among of the community caused
by air pollution, high alkalinity of soil, forest destruction, effects from the noise, and vibrational
effects from explosions, and a worsening of the community overall esthetic.

The suggestions from the study’s results were as followed:

Those authorities involved should support and facilitate the community to solve and/or
manage the current impacts. There should be a monitoring of people’s health, dissemination of
knowledge and information concerning the impacts of air pollution to the community and quarry
operations. The authorities involved should plan to promote occupations for the community after
the quarry industry finished. There should also be a restoration of the quarry area and
environmental laws should be improved in order to manage and control the quarry industry so as

not to cause environmental damage to the community.



