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ABSTRACT 

 

The  purpose  of  this  correlational  descriptive  study  was  to  study  health  belief  and 

preventive  behaviors  toward  Avian  Influenza (AI), and  to  examine  the  relationship  between 

health  belief  and  preventive  behaviors  toward  AI  among  backyard  poultry slaughter  worker  

in  Lampang  Municipality,  Lampang.  The  population  consisted  of 101 people  who  worked  in  

29  backyard  poultry  slaughter,  which  registered  at  Lampang  Provincial  Livestock  Office.  

The  instrument  used  in  this  study  were  a  questionnaire  and  observational  form.  The  

questionnaire  developed  by  the  researcher  based  on  a  literature  review  about  health  belief  

model  by  Backer  and  Maiman (1975)  framework, includes factors: perceived susceptibility, 

perceived  severity, perceived  benefits, perceived  barriers  and  cues  to  action. The  content  

validity  was verified  by 3 experts  and  tests  for  reliability  by   alpha  coefficient.  

The  reliability of  overall  health  beliefs,  preventive  behaviors  form  and  survey  form of 

personal  protective  equipment  and  disinfectant  using  was 0.88, 0.75 and 0.78 respectively. The 

observational  form  used  by  researcher.  Data  were  corrected  in  June, 2009  and  analyzed  by  

using  descriptive  statistic  and   correlation  coefficient. 

The  results  showed  that:  The  population  had  overall  health  beliefs  at  a  moderate 

level. Considering  each  aspect  of  health  beliefs:  perceived  severity  of  AI  and cues  to  action  

to  preventive  behaviors  toward  AI  were  at  a  high  level.  While  perceived  susceptibility  of  



 

 

AI,  perceived  benefits  of  preventive  behaviors  and perceived  barriers  to  preventive  

behaviors  toward  AI  were  at  a  moderate  level. 

 The  population  had  overall  preventive  behaviors  toward  AI  at  a moderate  level.  

Considering  each  aspect  of  preventive  behaviors:  personal  hygiene  was  at  high  level, 

whereas, protective  from  direct  contact  and  the  preventive  and  the  disease control  of  AI  
were  at  moderate  level. 

The  overall  health  beliefs  were  positively  statistically  significantly  correlated  to 

preventive  behaviors  toward  AI  at  level 0.05 (r = 0.209, p-value = 0.036).  

Results  of  this  study  can  be  used  as  preliminary  data  for  health  care  providers  

in  determining  guidelines  for  providing  preventive  knowledge  and  advice  to  the  risk  group, 

especially  whom  work  associated  poultry, by  modifying  and  enhancing  preventive  behaviors  

towards  AI. So that  the  risk  group  will  perceive  correctly  of  their  health  belief , had  a  

correct  preventive  behaviors  towards  AI  and  effectively  participate  in  AI  prevention  and  

control  in  community.   


