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ABSTRACT

Knowledge and attitudes towards condom use were significant factors in promoting
adolescence to engage appropriate sexual behaviors. The objectives of this descriptive study was
to assess knowledge and attitudes of male students at the Ranong Vocational School, Nang Rong
District, Buri Rum Province, towards condom use in 3 areas; general knowledge and attitudes
towards condom use, condom use for birth control, and condom use to prevent sexually
transmitted diseases. The researcher recruited 306 subjects a stratified random sampling
technique. The data were collected in December 2006, using questionnaires developed for the
purpose of this study to assess knowledge and attitudes towards condom use in male students.
Descriptive statistical analyses were conducted.

The results of the study showed that the average of the age of the subjects was 19.8
(+ 1.9) years old, 52.0 % had a girl friend(s) or had had girl friends before. About 30% of the
subjects had had sexual relationships, of which 95.7% used condoms during their sexual
intercourses. Of 98% of the subjects who had received information about condoms before 44.8%

reported that they received information from public health educators.



Most subjects had good knowledge about condom, especially about usage, storage, and
disposable property (82.7%-92.8%). However, only 2 of 3 of the subjects had knowledge about
the types of condom and the use of lubricant with condom. Most subjects had knowledge that
condom was necessary for birth control and the knowledge that any spermicidal could fail to
prevent pregnancy, if the condom was tear. About 92% of the subjects had knowledge of how to
use condom and 82.0% knew how to choose the types of condom that could prevent sexually
transmitted diseases. The average total knowledge score about condom was considered good

(11.242.0 from 16).

About 70% of the subjects had positive attitudes toward carrying condoms or having
them available for use, which indicated that the holders were well-prepared for the prevention of
sexually transmitted diseases. Approximately 50.0% of the subjects had positive attitudes
towards condom use for birth control showing that they were responsible for their sexual
partners. However, 9%-27% of the subjects had negative attitudes towards condom use because
they believed that sexual sensation would be reduced, the feeling of manhood was destroyed, and
that person had indiscriminate sexual behaviors, and the subjects did not believe that free-sample

condoms had good quality.

The results of this study suggested that most male vocational students had good
knowledge about condom and had positive attitudes towards condom use for birth control and

prevention of sexually transmitted diseases.



