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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this descriptive study was to study the socio-cultural context affecting on
oral health care behavior of parents in preschool children of Akha hill tribes who lived in
Huay Sala Village, Thaton sub-district, Mae Ai district, Chiang Mai Province. Data collection
was performed by using a qualitative method. An informal and in-depth interview, a participant
observation, documentary data and oral examination was conducted since March to August 2004,
The sample of this study were 44 informants for general community data, 21 parents for family
data and 9 families of case study.

The results show that the changing in socio-cultural context was related and affected on
oral health care behavior of the parents in preschool children Alteration in environmental,
Economical, Technology, transportation, Education and Public health shall provide impact on
community people’s life style and related to promote a preschool’s oral health care behavior in

both positive way and negative way.



Anyway, the result show that Akha people are tried to integrate their original culture
with the new culture intervention and adapted to their life style, but they still lack of adaptation
skill and learning skill. Therefor, the promotion plan to improve a preschool’s oral health care
behavior is to empower the community to become self-reliant through the provision of the
information via learning process skill. This will helping them create appropriate strategy plan for
the community’s cognitive, believe and life style, which would strenghtening the potential of

community people to learning and developing continuity and life long.





