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Abstract

The purpose of this descriptive study was to find out : the perception of the harm of
"YABA" and the situation of "YABA" use among secondary school students in Lampang
municipal area and the correlation between the number of information sources and base line
data perception of the harm of "YABA". The samples were 352 of 81h and 9[h grade secondary
school studenis from two Formal Education Department schools. They were selected by using
simple random technique. Data were collected by using questionnaire which was analysed by
descriptive statistics and Chi-square test.

The result showed that 58.2 percent of the subjects had a high-level perception of
the harm of "YABA", 38.4 percent had a moderate-level perception and 3.4 percent had a low-
level perception and 14.2 percent of the sample had seen school peers use "YABA", 224
percent had scen friends outside the school use "YABA", 9.7 percent had seen "YABA"
distribution in school, 4.8 percent had seen people affected by "YABA", 40.9 percent had
seen "YABA" sold in school and 32.1 percent had the opinion that the use of "YABA" in

school was decreased.



The correlation between the students’ perception of the harm of "YABA" and the
number of information sources, grade point average and residential area was significant
(p < .01} ; the information most frequently received from the people and sex was also significant
(p < .05). The students who received a nurnber of information sources, had high grade point
average, living in municipal area, frequently receiving information from parents and were female.
This group trended to perceive the harm of "YABA" more than the students who received
fewer information sources, low grade point aver-age, living in other areas, receiving information
from other people and were male. The correlation between the students’ perception of the harm
of "YABA" and parents' education and occupation was not significant.

This study revealed that mass media and information sources from teachers and
parents play important roles in the students' perception of the harm of "YABA™". Then, schools
should cooperate with parents or guardians to solve the problem and prevent the students from
using "YABA" and drug addiction. They should also encourage student to be in good peer

groups as well as provide a "YABA" free school environment.



