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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore the objectives of medicine usages, the
pattern and the sources of medicine used, the perception and the sources of public health
information, and the approach of health services at any of sources of public health services.
One fisherman from each house at Samaesam subdistrict, Sattahip distﬁct, Chon Buri
province was selected as a sample. A total of one hundred and ten fishermen were
interviewed. Data were coliected using a questionnaire and analyzed using descriptive
statistics.

The results revealed that all the samples were male with an average age of 34.3
years old. The age of the samples was between 30-39 years old. Most of them were
married. The education level of most samples was primary school. Most of them had an
income of less than 6,000 baht per month. For the last year, everyone indicated that the
objective of using medicine was for disease therapy. On the land, most of the medicines
used were, analgesics and antipyretics, ahtibiotics. anticough, antipeptic-ulcer and “ya-

chud-kae-yok” (analgesic and muscle relaxant). On the boat, antipeptic-ulcer, common



cold drugs, analgesics and antipyretics and “ya-chud-kae-yok” were the most used kinds
of medicine. Most of the medicines were recieved from drug stores except for antibiotics
which they got from the clinic. Most of them made their own decision for the choice of
medicine, had recieved advice on drug administration from the medicine seller and drank
caffeinated-beverages.

With regard to public health information, all of them knew about AlDs and
amphetamine-type drugs, television being the main source of public health information. The
drug store was the first choice for buying medicine when ill because it was close. The
second choice was the clinic for reasons of proximity and good services. As for hospitals,
they chose to go for severe cases only. .

The results of this study conceming the patterm of medicine usages may be

used as a guideline for planning of drug-consumer protection of fisherman.



