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ABSTRACT

The objective of this independent study was to study a vocational skill
development for persons with special needs launched by the Healing Family Foundation.
Respondents in this study were chairman of the Healing Family foundation, 2 staffs of the
Healing Family foundation and 1 person with special needs who joined the Healing Family
Foundation. Study tools were 1) a questionnaire for interviewing the chairman and the staff
of the Healing Family Foundation and 2) VDO recorder for recording person with special
needs while participating the vocational skill development activities of the foundation.
Results from the study showed that vocational skill development for persons with special
needs launched by the Healing Family Foundation used Saori weaving to help person with
special needs to learn weaving and earn some income. Recreation activities were included in
the vocational skill development program. The Saori clothes have unique by individual.

The time used for weaving depended on an individual skill and this was related with their
income. The process in doing weaving, the staff would help the person with special needs in
the first step. The staff designed the Saori clothes to make variety products such as scarf, shirt,
hairpin, and saucer. The Healing Family foundation is a self help organization; the income
used for staff’s salary, the weaver and also the organization expenses. The case study was a

person with special needs who joined the vocational skill development program of the



Healing Family foundation. The obvious results from the case study were the happiness from
having a good relationship with friends and visitors of the Healing Family foundation.
Moreover, the intention in doing Saori weaving could improve mental, social, and physical

development. Ability to earn an income, even small, assisted in self esteem increment.



