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ABSTRACT

This independent study aims to study The Pattern of Informal Education Provision for
Children with Special Needs of the Healing Family Foundation, Chiang Mai Province by using
the special education concept, characteristics and care methods of children with learning
disabilities, the informal education, and the parents’ participation in the education management as
a framework of data analysis for the descriptive individual research.

The Healing Family Foundation is one of the models in the Informal Education
Management for Children with special needs. This foundation was established by the community
in organization with a group of parents, some of whom required special needs as well. They are
fully engaged, from setting up a foundation, by raising money, managing administration, creating
activities, and recruiting volunteers for the foundation.

The problems and obstacles of the informal education management for children with
special needs in The Healing Family Foundation, Chiang Mai province are: 1) A lack of
government support in extending the results to other communities. 2) A negative attitude of the
parents towards children with special needs. 3) A lack of Thai volunteers in the community 4)
Reduced activities which can respond to the needs of children with disabilities and 5) A lack of

experience when applying informal education to the children with special needs.



The similarities between the informal education management and a community learning
center, which is under the Informal Education Division, and The Healing Family Foundation,
Chiang Mai province are the educational activities that try to improve children’s life skills and
occupation option and search for cooperation within the community’s networks in order to
promote and develop the community. Moreover, focusing on the educational activities, both
organizations need to cooperation on academic matters, budgets and staff from both governmental
and private institutions.

he differences between the informal education of community learning centers, which
are under the Informal Education Committee and The Healing Family Foundation, Chiang Mai
Province, can be summarized into 5 factors as follows:

1) Staff: The Community Learning Center has full-time government officers who lead
the activities while The Healing Family Foundation has volunteers who help operate all the
activities in the foundation.

2) Activities: Community Learning Center focuses on activities which improve the
professions, life skills, fundamental knowledge and society and community development.
However, The Healing Family Foundation emphasizes activities that improve the life skills and
supplementary occupations of the children with learning and physical disabilities.

3) Target Group: Community Learning Center has various target groups or every
group of people in the community while the target group of the foundation is the children who
have learning or physical disabilities.

4) Funding: The operation of the Community Learning Center is dependent on a
budget from the government. In the case of The Healing Family Foundation, funding is provided
through fundraising and charity.

5) Cooperation: Most of the target groups from the Community Learning Center

participate less than the group of parents who founded The Healing Family Foundation.



