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ABSTRACT

The research was to study self presentation of undergraduate students through
embodying consumption. The research had cited theories related to the topic of set up the
conceptual framework and collected qualitative data using questionnaire, participant observation,
and in-depth interview with the four cases of 18-20 years old undergraduate students during the 4
month-period of data collection. The findings are presented in form of analytical description.

The findings reveal that all study cases were in teenage period, like other teenagers in
the society, who lived in socio-cultural context which emphasized the importance of body and
encouraged embodying consumption. The study cases took number of actions to maintain,
improve, and change their body, suiting their interests, experiences, tastes, and money through
some spots on their body such as face, hair, body proportion, and cloth, to express their ideals and
visions, serving as the tool and center of their pleasures, confidence, self-esteem as well as to
build up bargaining power in their relationships with opposite sex and the others in the society as
well. Along this, the goods and services had the process of passing on the societal ideology via
various channels of mass communication and advertising to stimulate the needs both of the real
and false ones to motivate the 4 study cases to continue consuming their embodying commodities.
The context of the university itself also strengthened the emphasis on body and stimulated the

study cases to have more intensive and complicated actions on their bodies.



However, all cases’ embodying consumption was done through the process with some
responsibility. They did it by searching information from different sources, utilizing trials and
errors principle, and being concerned with effectiveness of the goods and services in order to get
the things that best fitted their body. Moreover, they were also responsible for their health, their

budget, their study, and their self-control.



