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ABSTRACT

This survey study was carried out to identify the components affecting completion and
incompletion of curriculum requirements for graduate students, and explore problems and
guidelines for accelerating completion of the curriculum requirements of the Faculty of Medicine,
Chiang Mai University. The population sample was 210 graduate and doctoral students, who had
completed and were undergoing education, respectively, during the academic years of 2004-2007.
Questionnaires were employed to collect data. The analysis of data was performed using

frequency and percentage.

The findings indicated that the components affecting the completion and incompletion
of curriculum requirements for graduate students comprised the students themselves, thesis
advisors, thesis writing, provisions of library or teaching material services, curriculum for
graduate students, general advisors and instructional process. According to the students’

educational problems, results pointed out that the majority of students were in employment and



had a demanding workload, resulting in a lack of educational attention. In addition, the thesis
advisors were shouldered with a very large number of students, leading to inadequate provision of
advice to the students. A great deal of time had been spent on the collection of samples drawn
from patients and animals. The students had poor searching skills. Teaching materials and
chemical substance, which had to be imported from foreign countries, were relatively costly. The
curriculum did not cover all areas of research, particularly the analysis of data and statistics.
Moreover, general advisors played minor roles to the extent that details of the enrolment were not
given in a practical manner. The topics lectured in the course were not led with appropriate

expertise by the lecturers, who were ill prepared.

Guidelines for accelerating completion of curriculum requirements for graduate students
were as follows:

1. Academic personnel should devote their constant attention to every step of
educational management, ranging from the acceptance to instructional process of the completion
of curriculum requirements for the students.

2. Research should be academically linked with instructional management. Graduate
students should also be trained and have their knowledge enhanced on research methods.

3. Lecturers at graduate level are required to perform their professional duties and
additional assignments with great seriousness and increasing efficiency.

4. Faculty departments are required to consider adjusting the approval process of thesis
titles and proposals. The approval of theses from the Research Ethics Committee for research
should be accelerated and checking theses should be performed within reasonable time.

5. On orientation day, graduate students should be informed about the following:
educational planning, enrolment, preparation for proposal title and research, research fund, rules
and regulations as well as processes laid down by the graduate school. If the information
mentioned is properly transmitted it would help to accelerate completion of curriculum

requirements for graduate students.



