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ABSTRACT

 This study was to investigate the power using behavior of preschool teachers in three 

modes – verbal behavior, facial expression, and authoritative abusiveness, and the ways teachers 

used to modify the students’ behavior which included interaction with the students, reinforcement 

and punishing, setting up environments, and organizing activities. These were differentiated by 

the teacher’s personal factors such as level of students to teach, education, teaching experience, 

and professional development. The sample included 10 teachers who taught in second semester 

of 2007 academic year at Anuban 1 and 2 levels in a private school affiliated with the Office

of the Private Education Commission. The instrument used was a questionnaire containing 

multiple-choice questions and 4 level-rating scales. The data were analyzed using percentage, 

mean, standard deviation, one-way ANOVA, and t-test of paired samples. The findings are as 

follows: (1) the teachers’ power using behavior which should be changed in general and in 

specific areas was at minimal level, (2) the methods used by the teachers to modify the students’ 

behavior in general were at high level of being used, when each area was considered, the setting 

up of environment was the most highly used, interaction with students, reinforcement, and 

punishing were at minimal level. When methods to be used to modify the students’ behavior

were analyzed by the teacher’s personal factors, teachers teaching at different level had different 

level of interaction with students.  Different level of teaching experience had different level of 

punishing.  Teacher who had different level of profession development had different level

of interacting with students.


