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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to find out about the conditions of teaching and learning in the multi-
graded classes in the small-sized elementary schools teacher shortage, the problems of the
approach and appropriate guidelines for instruction in such school contexts. Populations included
administrators, teachers, and students from the 12 elementary schools employing multi-graded
classrooms during the second semester of the academic year 2005, in Ko Kha district, Lampang
province. Data were collected by using questionnaires, a classroom observation form and an
interview guide. Frequency, percentage, means and standard deviations were used for the data
analysis. The analyzed data were then presented in the descriptive manner with illustrative tables.
The findings were as follows.

1. In the multi-graded class conditions, the schools appointed school committees to help
make instructional plans for teacher shortage contexts and collected data of teachers and students
systematically. Teachers could not prepare for their teaching as much as they wanted due to their
heavy workloads. Learning activities were sometimes different from planned. Most teachers
used their self-constructed measurement instruments. They were strict to students. Some students
lack attention for learning. Some school subjects were found to be integrated. Instructional

media used could not retain students’ interests in learning,



2. Other problems were: schools did not give opportunities for communities to have
access to the schools’ instructional outcomes and problems so that they could take parts in
solving the problems. Students themselves did not have much opportunities to construct their
knowledge. Budget was not adequately provided for educational quality development. There was
a shortage of instructional media and supervision for multi-graded instruction. Time allocation
for learning activities did not correspond with curriculum content. Students were not active in
their learning.

3. As for guidelines to improve the combined-classroom conditions, school administrators
and teachers suggested that teachers should be retrained to better understand learning organization
for multi-graded classes and how to better integrate school subjects to match the number of
teachers in schools. Some schools that were close to each other might be combined to make
small-sized school network. They might agree that one school could be responsible for one grade

level and the other could be for another grade level.



