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ABSTRACT

This independent study was set out to examine issues revolving around
the basic education administration and management and the role of local administrative
organizations. It relied on the documentary analysis approach looking into the
contents of the nation’s constitution, various relevant laws, government policies, articles,
opinions and recommendations brought to public attention by educators and
academics.

The study found that the topic of this study had been a very hotly
debated, politically and administratively, issue since the promulgation in mid—and late
1999 of certain key laws, resulting from the 1997 constitution’s stipulations, entitling
and empowering local administrative organizations rights and power to organize and
administer basic education. Main parties in the dedate were the Ministry of Education’s
Basic Education Commission, its personnel and those of local administrative
organizations. The former seemed to have staunchly and actively campaigned against
the legally prescribed devolution of authority to the latter citing various reasons,
especially the so-called “unreadiness” in various aspects of local administrative

organizations, to the point of proposing that certain stipulations in related laws be



scrapped in order to make the devolution more unlikely in the near future, if
not impossible.

Tensions, misunderstandings and mutual distrust seemed to mount as time
went by, the very situation unhealthy for both parties and for the whole society. It
became an obvious and unavoidable burden for both the political figures and
related Ministries’ high — ranking officials to quickly move to heal the rifts and
mend the differences, forge correct and common understandings as regards key
intentions of the law, particularly the constitution, and come wup with practical
measures and methods to be employed with the major goal of instilling trust and
confidence in all parties regarding the realization of such legal intentions. Then, it
would become more possible for all involved to march forward on the educational
and societal reform any road because the Thai people and society could no longer

afford to waste more time on this very crucial educational reform issue.





