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ABSTRACT

This independent study investigated role of thesis and independent study advisors as
perceived and expected by graduate students at Chiang Mai University. Population under study
Comprised 348 graduate students in humanities and social sciences at the above university in the
2005 academic year. Instrument used was a questionnaire with items asking about essentials of the
topic. Collected data were then analyzed through application of percentage.

The findings were summarized as follows :

In the overall picture; most graduate students revealed that the advisors did perform their
actual role less than the expected in the ensuing aspects, i.e., acquiring the thesis / independent
study topic, development of concept paper, development of research proposal, proposal approval,
rescarch methodology, research oral examination and evaluation, and research publication. When
considering the details of these cnsuing aspects; most graduate students expressed that their
advisors did perform actual role in giving advice about research methodology, giving students a
chance to converse openly with regard to various subjects of the study, encouraging students
regularly, examining research proposal, making proposal correction before sending for approval,
giving students encouragement in the final oral examination, having knowledge about sources and

ways to publish student’s work.



