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ABSTRACT

This research was to study the opinion of the Buddhist Club’s members, Chiang Mai
University, on inappropriate behavior of the monks and novices as appeared in the newspaper.
Focus-grou-p discussion, participated by core leaders of the Club was employed as the research
approach. The findings reveal that there were 4 explanations of the inappropriate behavior voiced
by the focus group participants. They are as follows:

First explanation was that these inappropriate behaviors were caused by personal
characteristics including imitation of other fellow monks and novices and also lack of proper
understanding the monk’s and novice’s disciplinary principles. Second explanation given by
the Club’s members was that the Buddhist community had accepted the monks and novices to
reside in the community’s temple though they misbehaved. They also expected that those
misbehaving monks or novices could be reform after entering the monkhood. The buddhists who
went to the temples were also misconducted while unrealistically expected the monks and novices
higher thanl human beings. The third explanation was that mass media had influenced the
monk’s and novice’s behavior. They should have not been so involved in the materialistic world
presented by the media. The Buddhist believers also had affected the monks and novices by
offering them some inappropriate materials. Forth and last explanation was that some of the

monks were attached to the monkhood bureaucratic status. They were struggling to obtain a noble



status. The members suggested that there should be some careful measures in screening the

people who requested an ordination.





