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Abstract

This study was set out to examine and identify opinions, problems and recommendations
regarding the Buddhist monks’ participation in basic education provision and management going on in
Hot District of Chiang Mai Province. Key informants comprised 106 monks in the District. They were
asked to respond to the questionnaire containing items relevant to the issues under examination.
Subsequently, collected data were analyzed using frequency, percentage, average and standard
deviation.

Findings were as follows:

As regards the issue of rcadiness it was found that most monks had been highly ready to
participate. They well knew and understood their role, were dedicated, enthusiastic and willing to
contribute to the general public. Moreover, they really wanted the teachers to be given proper advice
in order to help bring about better school — community relationships and understandings. As regards
schools’ educational provision planning they wanted them to be provided with sufficient material and
financial support so that teachers could produce instructional media and encourage all students to
receive basic education as stipulated by the law. They were also of the opinion that there should be
more and better home — temple — school cooperation and coordination and that monks be more aware
of their propagating and preaching role. Lastly, they felt that their actual and proper role in the basic
education provision and management affairs in schools should be more clearly and specifically

defined.



As regards problems, serious ones, it was found that the monks had lacked proper knowledge
and understanding of the present education system. The schools themselves had also failed to clarify
and inform relevant details revolving around the monks® participatory role. It was, therefore,
recommended that schools seek help from the monks in matters the latter could actually offer and
provide more opportunities for them to participate in every aspect. Also, it was recommended that
monks themselves more seriously attempt to learn and understand their role in the basic education
provision and management saga.  Morcover, they should constantly improve themselves as far as
transmitting knowledge, skills and experiences to others is concerned. Lastly, it was recommended
that monks try harder to push themselves to participate in planning schools’ annual operational plans

and schools’ regular activities.



