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ABSTRACT

This independent study examined parents’ behavior and needs for participation in
student development affairs in Udon Sampan School Cluster, Doi Tao District, Chiang Mai
Province and, at the same time, sought to identify problems and recommendations relevant to the
participation matter. Altogether, 170 parents were purposively chosen to serve as key informants.
They were asked to respond to the questionnaire which contained items dealing with the issues
under examination. Collected data were subsequently analyzed using frequency, percentage,
average and standard deviation. Findings were as follows :

As regards cooperation with and support for school behavior parents were found to
have displayed such behavior and a high degree of participation needs. Such student
development affairs involvement and needs revolved around the issue of training and inculcating
students with disciplines and orderly conduct. However, the problem was that most parents did
not have sufficient opportunities to participate in brainstorming sessions designed to improve
schools’ overall development affairs. Moreover, parents fond it very difficult to get together and
organize home-school activities. It was recomnmended that parents be accorded more opportunities
to participate in brainstorming events and parent meetings more often organized with committees
chosen among them and officially appointed.

As regards student activity promotion and development parents did involve and
express a high degree of participation needs. Most needed to participate in training students to be

self-reliant, ¢.g., waking up, brushing tecth, washing faces, taking a bath and getting dressed. The



problem was that these days students did not prefer outdoor physical activities/exercises, Rather,
they preferred computer games and the internet. It was recommended that schools organize a
variety of activities intended to stimulate students and make them recognize the usefulness of
physical exercises and value of parental involvement,

As regards general administration parents were found to have fairly become involved
and expressed a fair degree a participation needs. Most were for the promotion of better school-
community relations. They wanted to participate in approving school curriculum in line with
community and local needs. However, most parents did not have opportunities to participate in
school curriculum management and evaluation of school operational plans which itself was not
regular and continuous. It was recommended that schools accord parents with more opportunities
to participate in school curriculum development and management in order to obtain appropriate
ones relevant to real community and student development needs.

As regards local wisdom support parents were found to have fairly involved but
expressed a high degree of participation needs. Most parents were for the promotion of active
conservation and continuation of local art, mores, traditions and culture. The problem was that
most schools were unable to find sufficient local experts to help train and educate students. It was

recommended that schools seek cooperation from the communities in terms of such Iocal experts.




