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Abstract

The purposes of this experimental study were to develop Thai reading
readiness exercises for hill tribes preschoolers, to study about students’ behaviors
and compare their efficiency in reading Thai both before and after using these
exercises

Thirty Karen and Hmong second-year preschoolers who were studying in the
second semester of the 1996 academic year at a school under Mae Jam District
Primary Education Office, Chiang Mai Province were purposivgly sampled. The
study instruments consisted of 1) 14 Thai reading readiness exercises for hill
tribes preschoolers, 2) a student behaviors observation form and 3) seven
readiness tests. The data was analyzed by using means and standard deviations
and the data of students behaviors were presented in descriptive form.

One set of Thai reading readiness exercises waé constructed and found to
be effective. Students were enthusiastic, interested and attentive during learning

activities, They participated well in both individual and group activities. After the



teachers used these readiness exercises, they found that more than 80% of
students had higher reading achievement. Their mean scores of readiness post-
tests in auditory discrimination, visuat discrimination, reading pictures by rolling
eyes from left to right, alphabet discrimination, recognition of alphabets, reading
words and knowing meanings of words, and repeated pronunciation were 4.54,

4.70, 4.83, 4.77, 4.63, 4.57, and 4.57 respectively.



