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Abstract

This study examined history, philosophy, founding ideas and
administrative structure of Ministry of Education’s Community Colleges.
It was accomplished by reviewing official documents, meetings’ minutes
and academic articles.

The study found that the Ministry founded such colleges as
specialized educational institutes with the intention of producing and
developing middle level and high level professional personnel as well
as technicians. Such efforts were to meet demands of expanding local
and regional economies, to raise the educational level of the general
public, to invite community participation in education and, in the
process, decentralize educational authority to the people in local
commumities, and to tailor them as educational services and
occupational development centers for the benefit of the local
population. Parts of the efforts dinvolved introducing additional

community college roles and functions into what élready existed in all



77 agriculture, physical education, dramatic arts and other calleges
under the Jurisdiction of the Ministry of Education around the
country. Additional roles and functions were designed to take in the
increasing number of secondary schools®’ graduates but still assumed
and carried out by existing persomnel.

Curricula in those colleges were of both transitional and
terminal nature, one preparing students for further study and the
other for work.

A major problem identified in those community colleges was lack
of resource persons or experts in various disciplines, the very
problem the government was unable to help solve.

Nevertheless, {uture lcommunity colleges will still play an
instrumental role in humanAresource, community and national development.
They, therefore, deserve all the serious and consistent assistance

from all sides, especially from the Ministry of Education.



