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ABSTRACT 
 

This study aimed to investigate the impact on local economy including the cross border 

trading and related transportation cost through Mae Sot District Customs in Tak province, as well 

as problems and burdens in the stakeholders’ opinion on the Thai-Myanmar border closure, when 

effective. 

In this study, data were derived from various sources of both primary and secondary data 

including the quantitative data from interviews of 3 sample groups of stakeholders which 

comprised the government officials, the private sector officials, and the commercial operators 

totally 26 samples. Then data were analyzed, compiled and presented by descriptive statistics. 

Regarding the study, the Thai-Myanmar border closure has slightly impacted on the cross 

border trading and related transportation cost of local traders. Facts shown that most of the high-

valued trade were of the outsiders or only the transferring activities via Mae Sod district. 

Moreover, during the closure, the cross border trading could be done via other temporary 

channels. Nevertheless, the most concerns of the local traders are the Myanmar’s internal affairs 



that led to border closures, and the negative news effected the sentiment of either tourists or 

investors to visit or invest in the Mae Sot district.  However, the relationship between Thai and 

Myanmar traders is still favorable and business interchanges continue. 

 

 


