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ABSTRACT 

 

  This study has two major objectives which were  1) to study general unemployment  

status in Uttaradit province and  2) to study the causes of unemployment   and examine  the  

socio-economic characteristics of  unemployed labour.The secondary data from  National 

Statistical Office and Uttaradit Labour Force Office was used to examine the general 

unemployment  status and by random sampling method, the primary data of 375 unemployed 

labour out of  5,944  unemployed labour registering at Uttaradit Employment Service Office in the 

first quarter of 2009 was used to examine the causes of unemployment   and   the  socio-economic 

characteristics of  unemployed labour.  Descriptive statistics was used to analyze the data. 

 The results of research indicate that  the  unemployment rate  in Uttaradit province in the 

first quarter of 2009 was 2.24% which was higher than the that in the same quarter of previous 

years and comparing to the previous quarter,  the number of total employed labours was decline. 

The number of labours in construction sector and hotel and restaurant sector were reduced.The 

number of self employed labours had decreased while the number of employees in private 

enterprise, labours in household business, governmental employees and  employers had increased. 



9

 Moreover ,the number of labours  who had primary school and junior high school degrees was 

shrunk.   

  The cause of  unemployment can be classified into two sources; 1) Economic crisis and  

2) Non economic crisis . According to this study, 60.80% of the sample was unemployed because 

of economic crisis   while the other 39.20% was unemployed because of non-economic crisis 

causes. The aspects of  economic crisis causes were          1)  employers reduced their production 

and demand for labours which was accounted for 70.18%  and  2)  businesses  went  to 

bankruptcy or firms moved to  lower cost locations which was accounted for  29.82% . The main 

aspect of non economic crisis cause was labours were willing to be unemployed which was 

accounted for  69.39%. Labours’contract  was end and labours were lack of working which were 

accounted for   15.65% and  7.48% respectively. 

  Unemployed labours  were men and women fairly equally. However,the proportion of 

men to women for unemployed labour  from economic crisis  was higher than that for 

unemployed labours  from non crisis cause. Most of  labours in both  groups were aged 20-29  

years old , 30-39 years old  and 40-49 years old respectively. The majority of unemployed labours 

from economic crisis were married while most of unemployed labours  from non economic crisis 

were single.The large number of unemployed labours caused by economic crisis had primary 

school diploma while most of  unemployed labour  caused by  non-economic crisis  had 

bachelor’s degree .There were a few of unemployed labour having training 

experiences.Furthermore, the proportion of labours who had foreign language skill of the 

unemployed labour  related to economic crisis was lower than that related to the other causes. 

  The study about  relationship between the cause of unemployment and  the  socio-

economic characteristics of  unemployed labour indicated that the labour’s characteristics  such as 

education level, working position, age  and foreign language skill were statistically related to the 

cause of unemployment .The majority of unemployed labours  from economic crisis had lower  

education level, lower working position, older  and fewer labours having foreign language skill    

than  unemployed  labours caused  by non-economic factor.    

 

 

   


