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ABSTRACT 

 

The purpose of the study entitled “A Study of Debt Management by Group Fund of the 

Intensive Vegetable Farming Community in Saraphee District, Chiang Mai province” was to 

examine the community’s debt management and key factors and conditions to its success. The 

study collected the data from a questionnaire, an in-depth interview, a focus group discussion, and 

a participative group fund study, and conducted an analysis by using quantitative and qualitative 

data. The results showed that group was able to release the members’ debts from illegal loans, 

thus reducing their financial obligations. This led to an increase in the growth rate of savings as 

well as its membership. The group could also loan the members money for their investment, thus 

reflecting its effectiveness and self debt management. The key factors to success were the board 

and the members has good understanding of the operation, the board has devotion and integrity, 

accounting system can be examined, and there are a welfare system for its members, a continuous 

learning process, relative networks, and participation among the members. The obstacles on 

group development were the board has no concrete plan, there is no continuation of accounting,
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and the board’s follow up system is inconsistent and not clearly scheduled. As a result, the group 

should consider and create a process of knowledge transfer to “the next generation” so they can 

apply such the knowledge in the future. In addition, local authorities should also be responsible 

for assisting in solving problems of the people and employ this concept in other communities so 

as to establish sustainable development. 
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