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ABSTRACT

This study has two objectives: (1) to study Chiang Mai people’s attitudes towards social
and environmental problems, especially air pollution in Chiang Mai province, and (2) to assess
their willingness to pay for the air pollution management to alleviate the air pollution. Secondary
and primary data were used. Questionnaires were used to obtain primary data from a random
sample of 309 people who reside or work in Mueang District of Chiang Mai province between
January to April 2008. For the first objective, simple descriptive statistics, such as percentage and
mean values, and Likert scale were used to analyze data. For the second objective, multiple
regression analysis was used.

For the first objective, the results of the study showed that economic problems such as
high cost of living and unemployment were expressed as most urgent to be corrected. Other

problems that need to be corrected, in order of urgency, were environment pollution,



congested traffic, drugs, disintegrating family institution, deterioration of natural and
environmental resources, and threaten to security of life and assets, respectively.

On the affect of air pollution, the respondents were asked to rank what they thought as
most affected from air pollution in Chiang Mai. They thought that goodwill of Chiang Mai as a
well known travel attraction was most affected. This followed by, in order of intensity of impact,
traffic visibility, individual health and illness, general quality of life, and income earned form
tourism and related industries, respectively.

On the cause of air pollution in Chiang Mai, respondents in the sample (43.04 %) thought
that burning for agricultural purposes was the first and primary cause. Next were household
burning of rubbish (22.98%) and increasing numbers of cars (20.29%), respectively. When asked
whether they would participate in activities which help to alleviate air pollution in Chiang Mai,
most respondents expressed their willingness to participate in all the measures or activities
proposed. They thought that central government should be responsible for air pollution
management in Chiang Mai (27.51%).

For the second objective, the willingness to pay for the management of air pollution in
Chiang Mali, the results of the study showed that amounts per year the respondents in the sample
were willing to pay were: mean of 93.34 Baht, median of 50 Baht, with maximum amount of
1,000 Baht. With the population of 78,407 persons in Mueang District of Chiang Mai province,
the total amount of willingness to pay to avoid air pollution was assessed to be equal to

7,318,509.38 Baht per year.



