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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this independent study was to investigate the distribution channels of
pesticide free vegetables of farmers in Sarapee District, Chiang Mai Province. The data was
collected from 150 farmers and 2 middlemen merchants through questionnaires. The descriptive
statistics was applied to analyze the data based on frequency, percentage, mean, and standard
deviation.

This study showed that the majority of farmers had distributed the pesticide free
vegetables for 3 — 5 years with 5 — 10 kinds of the pesticide free vegetables. The average income
of farmers from selling pesticide free vegetables was more than 15,000 baht per month. The direct
marketing to consumers had accounted for 44 percents of the total sale volume ranging from
10,000 — 15,000 baht per month.

About 70 percents of farmers did not have access to distribution venue; 63.6 percents of
farmers had formed groups and sold directly to consumers; 43.3 percents did not market through
middlemen. Almost all farmers did not have the preorder and sale contract. About 80 percents of
farmers opined that the selling price of pesticide free vegetables was higher than common
vegetables. The pesticide free vegetables price might shift depending on the season. The term of
payment for almost all of the farmers was cash which accounted for 98.7 percents. This was

compared to 63.3 percents of farmers who had the supports from the government sector.



The majority of farmers did not use packaging to pack the pesticide free vegetables for
distribution and no storage. The monthly cost of logistics was lower than 500 baht and the
motorcycles were mainly used for transportation.

The factors affecting the distribution channels selection by the farmers could be ranked
from high to low as the following: quantity of the pesticide free vegetables, the convenience and
distance of speedy transportation, term of payment, selling cost of the pesticide free vegetables on
each distribution channel, lower investment cost in comparison to other distribution channels,
profits from the pesticide free vegetables selling, risk of distribution channels, ability to change
the distribution channels, and information obtained from consumers, respectively.

The strategy in rectifying the problems of farmers should begin by joining as a group to
increase the pesticide free vegetables so that the sufficient quantity was reached and hence
become cost effective for transportation. The middlemen merchants should develop the packing
and storage methods to preserve the product at a longer period. The government sector should
expand the network of farmers who produced the pesticide free vegetables. These should be
accompanied by providing the knowledge and cost reduction strategy of the produces. Moreover,
the safety level of vegetables should be classified clearly. The central and sub-markets should be
established for distributing the pesticide free vegetables. Most importantly, the advertisement to

encourage consumer consumption of the pesticide free vegetables must be increased.



