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ABSTRACT

This independent study aimed to study the implementation of the Cooperative
Audit Through Systems (CATs) in auditing cooperatives using an accounting information system
in Cooperative Auditing Office, Region 7. The questionnaires were used for gathering data from
67 cooperative auditing officials, region 7, consisted of 6 provinces which were Chiang Mai,
Chiang Rai, Lamphoon, Lampang, Payao, and Mae Hong Son. 63 questionnaires were answered
at 94.03%. The collected data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and a computer program,
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS). The statistics employed in data analysis were
frequency, percentage, and mean.
The study results revealed that most questionnaires were answered by females aged 41-
50 years old, Bachelor degree in Accounting graduated, 11-15 years in the government service,
16-20 years experience in cooperative auditing, position held in Auditing Technical Officer,
Professional Level, responsibility of auditing and providing advice in financial matters for 9-12
cooperatives and for 1-3 cooperatives where the accounting software developed by Cooperative
Auditing Department, employed only by the Cooperative Auditing Department, training received

in using accounting software, General Ledger from the Cooperative Auditing Department. The



auditors did not have knowledge or had received other accounting software trainings which were
not from the Cooperative Auditing Department. The auditing software trainings received from the
Cooperative Auditing Department were ACL software and the Cooperative Audit Through
Systems (CATs). The auditors did not have knowledge on other software, apart from those two.
In terms of cooperative auditing, the auditors used ACL software and the Cooperative Audit
Through Systems (CATs) for auditing. The auditors who had never used the auditing software
showed their needs in using the auditing software even though it would not be the regulation of
Cooperative Auditing Department.

The factors affected the implementation of the Cooperative Audit Through Systems
(CATs) found that most auditors who answered the questionnaires, placed importance on every
factors at high level. The factor of computers involved the sufficient quality and efficiency in
auditing of the computers. In terms of the auditors’ knowledge and competence, the importance
was placed on the knowledge, understanding, and computer skills. For the Cooperative Audit
Through Systems (CATS), it is important that the auditing menu task bar should be in Thai which
could be used easily. Another factor involved the regulations of the Cooperative Auditing
Department.

The problems of using ACL and the Cooperative Audit Through Systems (CATs) for
auditing found that most auditors highly stressed the importance of three problems. The first was
the limitation of ACL software which could not be used for complicated auditing instructions.
Next, the Cooperative Audit Through Systems (CATs), which was not developed by the
Cooperative Auditing Department, was not allowed to use due to the regulations of the
department. The last emphasized the officials’ problems in using accounting software developed
by the Cooperative Auditing Department. It was found that the officials did not have enough

accounting system knowledge as well as lacked skills and caution in recording data.



