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Abstract

The objective of this independent study was to study problems of auditors in audit of
small enterprises which use service of accounting firms in Chiang Mai province. The data was
accumulated by giving questionnaires to 49 independent auditors in Chaing Mai province and
only 28 of them were answered back in date line. The data was analyzed by using descriptive
statistics such as frequency, percentage, and average. Beside, this research also aggregated the
information from relevant textbooks, documents and related journals. The results of the study can
be interpreted as below :

The study found that most of the respondents were women with 31 - 40 years of age,
holding master’s degree. They had 5 - 10 years of audit experiences. Most of them had no more
than 3 assistants and they audited 100 -150 jobs per year.

Problems of auditors in audit of small enterprises can be summarized as follow.

For auditor’s independent problem, the study showed that auditor’s personal relationship

with executive/owner of audit or accounting firms was ranked at the moderate level.



The respondents ranked audit contact and notification of audit firms list at the high level.
Problem from executive/owner who thought that financial statement was the responsibility of
accounting firms or auditors not their responsibility was ranked at the highest level.

The respondents ranked risk assessments and internal control problem at the high level.
The problem that was ranked at the highest level was internal control restriction of small
enterprises due to inadequate staff. As a result, segregate of duties was not appropriate.

For problem that found from substantive test about misstatement in each items of
financial statements, problem that was ranked at the highest level were an unreasonable remaining
of cash account, and small enterprises that had amount due from or amount due to related parties
which was lack of proper supporting evidences.

The respondents also ranked the restricted scope of the audit at the high level. The
problem which was ranked at the highest level was problem about the restricted scope of stocks
observation

The respondents ranked audit report problem at the high level. The problem which was
ranked at the highest level was qualified audit report due to the scope of audit has been restricted.

For other problems, the respondents had problems because of the executive/owner of
small enterprises did not see the importance of audit and they lacked of knowledge and
understanding of audit so that the respondents did not get audit cooperation . Besides, most of
small enterprises had incorrect and incompete accounting record, inadequete supporting
evidences including the delay of closing financial statement preparing document for auditors.

Furthermore, the researcher also provided suggestions for problem solution. For instance,
small enterprises should promote executive/owner to have knowledge and understanding of the
importance of accounting and audit. Besides, offices related to audit standard control should
provide audit training for small enterprises audit in order to raise small enterprises audit
knowledge among auditors. It can be appropriate guidelines for small enterprises audit which

should be different from general audit.



