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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to study lifestyles patterns of farmers and to categorize
farmers in Chiang Mai, Lamphun, Phayao and Chiang Rai Provinces. The study used a survey
research method. Questionnaire interviews were conducted on 430 farmers in Chiang Mai,
Lamphun, Phayao and Chiang Rai Provinces. Factor Analysis was used to reduce the number of
variables, and the cluster analysis was then performed to group the subjects into lifestyles.

The findings of the study revealed that the lifestyles of farmers in Chiang Mai,
Lamphun, Phayao and Chiang Rai Provinces can be grouped into seven categories, each of which
had its own distinctive pattern of relative with activities, interests, and opinions toward social
environments and themselves. The classifications are as follows: (1) Education-attentiveness --
they emphasized on education, liked to be shoppers, not interested in politics, liked to travel for
relax and loved family, attended to have new knowledge, liked to gamble, and preferred reading
and hobbies; (2) Social entertainment and not interested in news -- they enjoyed entertainment,
preferred reading and hobbies, were conservative, not interested in mass media, and not loved
family; (3) Self-intentness and social-averse -- they were opinion-leader and had self-confidence,

interested in local public news, liked to decorate home and preferred a simple life, preferred



reading and hobbies, attended to have new knowledge, and emphasized on education; (4)
Diligence group -- they preferred reading and hobbies, liked to loan or use credit, concerned
healthiness for eatable, preferred to work, and dedicated to work; (5) Avant-garde shoppers --
they liked following fashion, liked to be shoppers, were avant-garde and materialistic, and liked
modern goods; (6) Old-fashioned and traditional lifestyles -- they were conservative, liked to
gamble, preferred reading and hobbies, life up to horoscope, and had reasonable to consume; (7)
Self-sufficient -- they were not interested in local public news, disliked modern goods, life did not

up to horoscope, disliked to loan or use credit, and not interested in politics.



